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them renewable for ever, and some fee-farms, which the
landlord himself hath bought in, at half the price they
would have yielded seven years ago. And some leases let
at the same time, for lives, have been given up to him, with-
out any consideration at all.

This is the most favourable face of things at present
among us, I say, among us of the North, who are esteemed
the only thriving people of the kingdom: And how far,
and how soon, this misery and desolation may spread, is
easy to foresee.

The vast sums of money daily carried off, by our numerous
adventurers to America, have deprived us of our gold in
these parts, almost as much as of our silver.

And the good wives who came1 to our houses, offer us
their pieces of linen, upon which their whole dependence
lies, for so little profit, that it can neither half pay their
rents, nor half support their families.

It is remarkable, that this enthusiasm spread among our
northern people, of sheltering themselves in the continent
of America, hath no other foundation, than their present
insupportable condition at home. I have made all possible
inquiries, to learn what encouragement our people have met
with, by any intelligence from those plantations, sufficient
to make them undertake so tedious, and hazardous a voyage
in all seasons of the year; and so ill accommodated in their
ships, that many of them have died miserably in their
passage; but, could never get one satisfactory answer.
Somebody, they know not who, had written a letter to
his friend, or cousin, from thence, inviting him by all means,
to come over; that it was a fine fruitful country, and to be
held for ever, at a penny an acre. But the truth of the fact
is this, The English established in those colonies, are in
great want of men to inhabit that tract of ground, which lies
between them, and the wild Indians, who are not reduced
under their dominion. We read of some barbarous people,
whom the Romans placed in their armies, for no other
service, than to blunt their enemies' swords, and afterwards
to fill up trenches with their dead bodies. And thus our
people who transport themselves, are settled in those inter-

1 The reprint of 1730, and "A Letter," etc. (1736), have "who
come." [T. S.]